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Synopsis

'Sharpe’s Christmas’ contains two short stories. In the title story Richard Sharpe, commanding the
Prince of Wales’s Own Volunteers, finds himself in a high, hard place with an enemy brigade on one
side and a desperate force of Frenchmen fleeing their defeat in Spain on the other. The second
story, 'Sharpe’s Ransom’, is set in France, after the wars, when old enemies take Sharpe’s woman

and child hostage.
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Customer Reviews

Bernard Cornwell is the author of the Sharpe series, set during the Napoleonic Wars; the Starbuck
Chronicles, set during the American Civil War; the Warlord Chronciles; the Grail Quest series and

many other books.

| hadn’t known of Bernard Cornwell until | found this series, which | have enjoyed thoroughly.
Starting iwth this book, | now know much more abut the time of Alfred the Great, as seen through
the eyes of Uhtred--son of a Danish mother and Saxon father. Just that combination during these
times when the Saxons and Danish/Norse invaders/settlers struggled for dominance of the British
Isles was a good indicator of the complexity that develops in this character. As a child of a local
Saxon chieftan or lord, he was captured by the Danes when his father was killed and his uncle
subsequently stole the stronghold and power due Uhtred. He was brought up as a son of the Danish

chief, learning Danish ways and thoroughly adopting their lifestyle and religion. However, he



became ’stuck’ in defense of Alfred and his ambitions of becoming overlord of a Saxon 'England’.
Uhtred was a powerful fighter, having learned how the Danes approach battle fearlessly, and his
skills were leashed by Alfred, despite Uhtred’s dislike of the man personally. This first installment of
the series builds the story that was not a weak or boring one through all the books that followed.
Without a strong appreciation of the history of the times, unequaled description of how battles were
fought strategically and shifting alliances could compromise territorial ambitions of the leaders, as
well as strong character development of the principles, such a long series can’t sustain interest.
Cornwell did not disappoint me in any part of the long saga. In fact, this book, as the intro to this
talented historical writer, led me to search out his other books of the European genre (medieval

period) and I've now read every one and eagerly await what may come in future.

| watch the television show but wanted to read the book. What a great story and so well written.
Much more detail and picture leaving. | love the historical context which helps me understand the
story as it comes alive. Watching the television show did not spoil this story one day, and | eagerly

look forward to reading the next book.

As a history teacher | truly enjoyed the historical accuracy behind the riveting characters. This book

gets better with each page that is turned. | am definitely buying the next book in the series.

| enjoyed this writer’s style, mainly because he made the story believable and made me care about
the characters. | liked reading a story from this time period, as | have rarely come across one.
Though historical fiction, he made it jibe with actual events as much as possible. Although

somewhat gory, the Viking invasions had to include part of that.

What an adventure. Such great characters. Mr Cornwell brings Ragnar and Uthred to life. The battle

scenes are so effective that you are transported to the spot where they were fought. Great book.

The story involves the growing up of a young Saxon noble boy called Uhtred, who should inherit his
fatherA¢A A™s lands, but when as a ten-year-old he accompanies his father to a battle with some
invasive Danes, his father is killed. Impressed by UhtredA¢A A™:s suicidal charge for revenge,
Ragnar easily disarms him and brings him up as a young Dane, where he learns how to fight, to
man the great ships, and effectively he becomes a Dane. The Danes have come to settle, and to do

that, they intend to overpower the Saxon kingdoms, leaving puppet kings paying them tribute.



However, Ragnar is killed by another Dane, and Uhtred, losing RagnarA¢A A™s protection, must
flee. He ends up in Wessex, where Alfred decides he can use him. The story then proceeds to an
event that essentially saves Wessex for the time being, then, following some treachery, to a battle
that again lets Wessex survive.Regarding history, the major characters, other than Uhtred, were
apparently real, the major events were more or less real (one, Ubba, is killed a year earlier than
historically to make the story more complete) and the story also gives a genuinely interesting insight
into how the Danes of the period lived. | am not in a position to know how genuine that is, but it most
certainly gives the impression that Cornwell has deeply researched the period. That may be
because he is apparently descended from an Uhtred, although from 200 years later. The character
of Uhtred is somewhat overly heroic, possibly because of the personal association, while the
characters of the leading known Danes are as well portrayed as could be expected, given that there
are historical requirements. The technology and way of life at the time are also well portrayed,
although the battle scenes, while exciting to read, tend to be more glamorized. Cornwell tells us that
they were horrible, but the actual showing does not quite give that impression, although since
Uhtred is telling the story, perhaps we can forgive him for glamorizing his own role. Overall it is a
very interesting read, and since it appears to be the start of a series, it encourages the reader to go
further. Cornwell does very well to end the book in a way that is almost an ending; my one minor
criticism is that it really should have included AlfredA¢A A™s response to what had happened. Well

worth the read.

| watched the tv series first and loved it. | thought it brought this period to life and made much more
sense than the Vikings series did. But this book made it even more clear. Well written, fun and
action packed. | knew what was going to happen and still | was in suspense. I'm ordering the next

book now.

| admit | watched the tv show first and then checked out this book. It's a good book and a fun
entertaining read. It's been a long time since I've read a book in the first person that’s a true
narrative like this and it took a little to get used to it but once | did it was interesting. I've already

bought the second book and will be reading it as soon as | hit submit on this review.
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